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Fifth largest ag state (Ag GDP as % state GDP) 

South Dakota, North Dakota, Nebraska, and Iowa

Idaho Ag Biz contribution Sales 17% (high tech 

mfg. 7%), Jobs 12%, GDP 12.5 %

Magic Valley Ag Biz contribution over 40% jobs

Henry’s Fork Ag Biz contribution 7.7% Agbiz

2.4% Ricks

Idaho; Small Economy with Big Ag



2021 Record High with Backward and Forward Links

up 9%

$8.8 billion, 2021

Source: University of Idaho

$8.1 billion, 2020
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5 Record Highs

Source: University of Idaho

Crops $3.8 B ↑4%

1st Potatoes: ↑9%

Barley: ↑3%

Wheat: ↑3%

1st Beets: ↑19%

1st Hay: ↑21%

Livestock  $5 B ↑6%

1st Cattle & Calves: ↑13%

2nd Milk: ↑3%



Idaho Outgrows US

Source: USDA-ERS, University of Idaho
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•2020, Idaho’s total export $3.4 

billion

•2020 Ag exports $930 million, 

record high

•Canada and Mexico half

•2/3 dairy, potatoes, wheat, and 

beef

Source: Idaho Commerce and U.S. Census Bureau

Record Idaho Ag Exports
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3rd Highest 2021 Net Farm Income, down 8% 

$2.6 billion, 2020

$2.4 billion, 2021

Source: University of Idaho
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Idaho vs US Real Net Farm Income

Source: USDA-ERS, University of Idaho

1.2

2.5

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

3.0

1
9

9
7

1
9

9
8

1
9

9
9

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
1

2
0

1
2

2
0

1
3

2
0

1
4

2
0

1
5

2
0

1
6

2
0

1
7

2
0

1
8

2
0

1
9

2
0

2
0

Real (2020 dollars) Net Farm Income, Idaho vs US (1997=1)

Idaho US Index



Source: US Dept. of Commerce, BEA

Idaho Farm GDP Grows 200%
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Idaho Leads Northwest GDP Growth 

Source: BEA
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Idaho Unemployment: 2007 to 2021  

12%

2.3% 2.8%

about:blank


Farming & Food Mfg = steady jobs

➢ Idaho Over 1 

million

➢ Farm 41,000

➢ Food mfg

20,000

Source: US Dept. of Commerce, BEA
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2022 OUTLOOK – VERY WORRIED

•Drought

• Inflation – land rent, fertilizer, fuel, Roundup 

•Leading indicators, Land and dairy herd

•Export strength

•2022 USDA

• NFI down 4.5% (after up 25%)

• Cash receipts up 6.8%

• Dairy net cash farm income up 50%

•KSU (NFI down 2/3 and 30% farms negative)

•Ukraine



Idaho 3rd Total & 2nd Irrigation Withdrawals 



Idaho 2nd irrigation consumptive use



Idaho 5th Irrigated Acres
64 m acres irrigated 2015, 2 % increase over 2010



Idaho Withdrawals, 

2015 

• Ada only county with M&I

• Aquaculture: Gooding, Twin 

Falls, & Jerome

• Twin Falls largest
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Idaho total withdrawals peaked 1985 

2015 at 1975 level
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Total Withdrawals, Idaho & 4 Counties 
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CROP PRODUCTION 

DECOUPLED FROM 

WATER 

Crops increased 26%

Irrigation decreased  

26%



M&I Decoupled From Water

Suez DCM&I water use has been level for 30 years
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Idaho Falls per capita per month water use
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Thanks for the Invitation
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