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Minidoka Dam Irrigation and Power
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American Falls Dam Irrigation and Power

Island Park Dam Irrigation
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Palisades Project Irrigation, Power, Flood Control, 
Fish and Wildlife

Ririe Project Irrigation, Flood Control, 
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Michaud Flats Project Irrigation

Little Wood Project Irrigation and Flood Control

Teton Basin Project Irrigation, Power, Flood Control, 
Fish and Wildlife, Recreation



MINIDOKA PROJECT

Irrigated Crops​ $1.2 Billion​

Power Generated ~$41 Million in 2021

Formal Flood Prevention $35 Million in 2021
~$2.6 Billion since life of Project

Recreation $62 Million and over 
650,000 visits

Yearly Benefits of the Minidoka / Palisades Project



Milner Two River Principle
System Schematic Milner Dam – located in Southern Idaho 

End of System

Irrigation

Irrigation

Snake River Natural 
Channel – typically 0 cfs

Snake River Natural Channel –
slowly picks up flow from 
springs and return flow

System is Fully Developed and Adjudicated
Contract Obligations: Operate the System in a manner that will achieve the greatest practicable conservation of water above Milner

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Milner is not a Federally facility and is downstream of Minidoka Dam. 

Two River Principle (State Policy/Water Plan). In short, the policy is that water that originates above Milner is to be developed and prioritized for use above Milner. This is portrayed as there being officially a 0 cfs minimum flow below Milner. In place for more than 110 years

Except for water leased to Idaho Power or flow augmentation, Reclamation does not intentionally release storable water that can be controlled above Milner Dam (2004 Res Ops)

Acceptable water released from Milner Dam is principally water that could not be physically stored or controlled upstream, or otherwise is a delivery of storable water such as leases to Idaho Power or to the flow augmentation program.  Storability is the test

Operation Spill/Shortfall – this is when reservoir management results in otherwise storable water being released below Milner and that space does not subsequently refill, leaving a deficit in allocations to contractual space (financial analogy might be appropriate) 



How does it Function?
Accrue excess when available to supplement natural flow when it would otherwise be insufficient

5
Objectives: Operate the System in a manner that will achieve the greatest practicable conservation of water above Milner



The goal each year is to completely fill the reservoir system without 
spilling storable water pass Milner. This is achieved by storing water 
as high up in the system as possible.

Upper Snake Storage Capacity: ~4.3 MAF

Reservoir Storage Rights Accrue When in Priority



April 1, 2023 Forecast: 112%, 4,309 KAF, (MOE: -363 KAF)

Water Year 2023 Forecast Review

April 1, 2023 Forecast: 114%, 302 KAF, (MOE: -42 KAF)



10% Full

Currently50% Full WY2023





2023: 150,000 AF rented from Upper Snake Water Users  



10% Full

Currently50% Full WY2023



Current Conditions and Outlook





10% Full
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Approximate Range of Minimum Levels Fall 2023

5% Full

Observed Projected ~3%, 2022

~11%

~6%

~2%

~17%

~25%

~34%

~44%

~56%

Active Capacity: 1,672,590 AF
Likely to be 100-200 KAF fuller than last yearAbove median and likely to carryover 240-260 KAF more than last year – came within 105 KAF of spilling in June 2023

Provisional



2 Feet drawdown in 
September 3 Feet drawdown in 

October

October – December Outlook



2 Feet drawdown in 
September 3 Feet drawdown in 

October

December – February Outlook



For More Information
Snake River Area Office
– Lanie Paquin - Area Manager

208-383-2246
mpaquin@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site -
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Upper Snake Field Office
– Mike Hilliard – Assistant Area Manager

208-678-0461 (x34)
mhilliard@usbr.gov

– David Child – Natural Resources Manager (x15)
– dchild@usbr.gov
– Brian Stevens – Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer (x24)

bstevens@usbr.gov
– Jeremy Dalling - Water Operations Civil Engineer (x25)

jdalling@usbr.gov
– Darrin Fredrickson - Staff Assistant (x17)

dfredrickson@usbr.gov

Snake River Operations Web Sites

– Upper Snake water information site -
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/uppersnake/index.html

– USBR HydroMet - http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/
– Northwest River Forecast Center - http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/rfc/
– NRCS SNOTEL Data - http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/

Public Affairs
Michael Coffey- Public Affairs Officer
208-378-5020
mcoffey@usbr.gov
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