
Henrys Fork Watershed Council Meeting
November 17, 2020

Upper Snake Reservoir Operations
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Outline
•Current Conditions

• Water Year 2020/2021 Precipitation
• Baseflows
• Storage Conditions
• Palisades Dam Winter Outflow

•Hydrologic Outlook
•Operational Outlook
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System:
51% Full
115% of 91’-20’ avg
284,313 acre-feet less 
than last year
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66%

Water Year 2020
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Water Year 2021
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Basin Soil Moisture
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Palisades Outlook
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- 142% of average net inflow needed to exceed April 1 soft-targets (Inflow – Outflow)
- 130% of average Palisades gains needed with Jck @ 280 cfs. 
- Water year to date gains are ~96% of average
- Projecting April 1 storage between 925-1,050 KAF
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Island Park Basin Soil Moisture
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- Discharge currently 212 cfs
- Average storage gain of 460 acre-feet per day since October 5th

- Will reach winter pool level of ~120,000 acre-feet in December, then pass inflow
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Hydrologic Outlook
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Hydrologic Outlook
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Hydrologic Outlook
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Hydrologic Outlook
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Hydrologic Outlook
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Operational Outlook
• Jackson Lake: maintain winter flow until next spring.
• Palisades Reservoir: maintain winter minimum flow until next 

spring.
• Island Park: begin passing inflow in December when pool reaches 

the winter pool of ~6301 ft.
• Ririe Reservoir: maintain 0 cfs.
• American Falls: maintain ~900 cfs until later December 2020, then 

pass 300 cfs.
• Lake Walcott: maintain 525 cfs.
• November 24, 2020 – meet with Committee of Nine River and 

Reservoir Operations Subcommittee
• Early February 2021 – meet with Committee of Nine River and 

Reservoir Operations Subcommittee
• Gate inspections and associated drawdown levels for Jackson Lake 

(similar to fall 2019) scheduled for fall 2021.
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