
Water Sustainability Policy



“Therefore, I request that the 
Idaho Water Resource Board 
define water sustainability…”

“I believe that formally 
incorporating such a policy will 
enable the Board to identify areas 
where achieving sustainability 
needs more focused attention.” 



“Sustainability is the active 
stewardship of Idaho's water 
resources to satisfy current 
uses and assure future uses of 
this renewable resource in 
accordance with State law and 
policy.”

“As we look around the 
West…drought, climate 
variability, growth and other 
water resource related subjects 
command the headlines.”

“…we need to move forward.”



“Over the next year, the IWRB 
Planning Committee will work to 
incorporate your guidance into the 
development of a statewide water 
sustainability policy that includes 
explicit criteria and goals with the 
long-term objective of adding the 
sustainability policy to the State 
Water Plan.”



“Sustainability is a central value throughout Idaho, 
from the Treasure Valley to the Rathdrum Prairie 
and from Bear Lake to Hells Canyon. That’s why 
I’m proud to announce that the Water Resource 
Board has drafted a statewide sustainability 
policy. The Board will conduct public meetings 
throughout Idaho in the coming year to gather 
suggestions on incorporating its findings into our 
Comprehensive State Water Plan.”

Governor Otter’s State of the State Address
January 11, 2016



“…the State’s sustainability 
projects coupled with this funding 
will … sustain Idaho’s water 
resources.”



Article XV, Section 7
Idaho Constitution

• Additionally, the State Water Resource Agency 
[board] shall have power to formulate and implement 
a state water plan for optimum development of water 
resources in the public interest.

• “[A]ny change in the state water plan shall be 
submitted to the Legislature . . . and the change shall 
become effective unless amended or rejected by law 
within sixty days of its admission to the Legislature.” 



Idaho State Water Plan

Idaho Code Chapter 42, Section 1734A:

The board shall, subject to legislative approval, 
progressively  formulate, adopt and implement a 
comprehensive state water plan for conservation, 
development, management and optimum use of 
all unappropriated water resources and 
waterways of this state in the public interest.



Idaho State Water Plan

First Plan:  Objectives 1974
Policies 1976

Subsequent revisions

1982, 1986, 1992, 1996, 2012



Idaho State Water Plan

• Proposed changes are adopted by the IWRB; 
changes submitted to the Idaho Legislature and shall 
become effective unless amended or rejected by law 
within sixty days of submission
• All state agencies are required to exercise their 
duties in a manner consistent with the Plan
• Provides guidance and direction for water planning, 
management, conservation and development



2016 Proposed Sustainability Policy

Sustainability Policy:

Sustainability is the active stewardship of Idaho’s water 
resources to satisfy current uses and assure future uses of 
this renewable resource in accordance with State law and 
policy



Policy Narrative (excerpt #1)
Sustainable water management strategies to meet current and future 
needs must be based on adequate knowledge regarding available 
supplies, existing use, competing economic and social demands, and 
future needs. Planning and management actions to promote water 
sustainability must be designed and implemented to ensure that 
existing water rights are protected and the economic vitality of Idaho 
is optimized.

2016 Proposed Sustainability Policy



Policy Narrative (excerpt #2)
Stewardship of Idaho’s water resources begins with the realization 
that the water resources of the State are not inexhaustible and 
therefore it is necessary to  manage, administer, and take action to 
sustain, maintain and enhance the resource.  Stewardship, by 
necessity, also includes taking affirmative steps to address declining 
trends in the resource where those trends exist and to establish 
policies that will prevent future unsustainable declines. The goal must 
be overall stewardship of the State’s water resources for the good of 
the people of the State of Idaho. 

2016 Proposed Sustainability Policy



Policy Narrative (excerpt #3)
The goal of sustainable use of water resources of the State must 
recognize that the goals of sustainable economic growth and 
protection of existing rights must coexist and are enhanced by 
measures that protect and maintain surface and ground water 
resources and the aquatic, riparian and human resources that depend 
on these water resources.  Recognizing these needs will promote 
economic and environmental security and enhance the quality of life 
for the people of the State of Idaho.

2016 Proposed Sustainability Policy



State Water Plan Policy Sections
1. Optimum Use 

2. Conservation

3. Management

River Basins

4. Snake River Basin

5. Bear River Basin

6. Panhandle Basins

7. Salmon-Clearwater Basin

8. Sustainability 









Public Comment
The public comment period commenced on Friday, May 20 and will 
remain open through the close of business on Friday, September 30, 
2016.

Comments can be submitted:
• Through e-mail to SWP@idwr.idaho.gov;
• Through mail to IWRB, ATTN: SWP, PO Box 83720-0098, Boise, ID   

83720-0098;
• Through testimony at any of the scheduled public hearings.
• More information found at:
http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/waterboard/WaterPlanning/StateWater
Planning/State_Planning.htm

mailto:SWP@idwr.idaho.gov
http://www.idwr.idaho.gov/waterboard/WaterPlanning/StateWaterPlanning/State_Planning.htm


Sustainability Policy Public Hearing Schedule

Hearing # Dates Time Location City

1 June 7 6:30 pm Idaho Water Center; Rm 602 C 

& D

Boise

2 June 13 6:30 pm Community Campus, Minnie 

Moore Rm

Hailey

3 June 28 6:30 pm CSI Campus, Shields Bldg., Rm 

118

Twin Falls

4 July 20 6:30 pm Edgewater Resort Sandpoint

5 August 23 6:30 pm Red Lion Lewiston

6 August 30 6:30 pm City  Council Chambers, City 

Annex

Idaho Falls

7 September 14 6:30 pm City of Chubbuck, City Council 

Chambers

Chubbuck










