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ANNUAL UNREGULATED NATURAL FLOW VOLUME - SNAKE RIVER NEAR HEISE (1911-2017)   

MEDIAN = 4,941,000 ac-ft
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TOTAL NATURAL FLOW ANNUAL VOLUME - HENRYS FORK NEAR ASHTON (1988-2017)

MEDIAN = 1,077,000 AF
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TOTAL NATURAL FLOW ANNUAL VOLUME - FALLS RIVER NEAR CHESTER (1988-2017)

MEDIAN = 639,600 AF
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TOTAL NATURAL FLOW ANNUAL VOLUME - TETON RIVER NEAR ST. ANTHONY (1988-2017)

MEDIAN = 551,200 AF
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TOTAL NATURAL FLOW ANNUAL VOLUME - HENRYS FORK NEAR REXBURG (1988-2017)
(includes Henrys Fork, Falls River, Teton River natural flow)

MEDIAN = 2,308,000 AF
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TOTAL NATURAL FLOW ANNUAL VOLUME - SNAKE RIVER AT BLACKFOOT (1988-2017)
(Includes Snake River, Henrys Fork, Falls River, Teton River, Willow Creek natural flow)

MEDIAN = 6,190,000 AF
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REACH GAIN - SNAKE RIVER AT BLACKFOOT TO MILNER (1988-2017)

MEDIAN = 2,268,000 AF
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TOTAL NATURAL FLOW ANNUAL VOLUME - SNAKE RIVER AT MILNER (1988-2017)

MEDIAN = 8,690,000 AF







Threats and Theories of 
Water Law

(Alternative Water Law Facts)







Fundamentals of a Water Right

Water belongs to the State of Idaho

Elements Include:

• Point of Diversion

• Priority Date

• Quantity of water right

• Place of Use

• Period of Use

• Source of water right

• Duty of a Water Right (Beneficial Use)



Alternative Theories of Water Rights

• Injection of Water for Private Recharge

• Water could be re-diverted at an alternative location and time

• Could create an Aquifer Recharge Credit(?)

• How would  “private recharge”  interface with a state water right system?



Palisades Water Users

• Palisades Water Users Inc. has said they can have their water assigned 
to any location where stock is appurtenant (above Milner).

• Last year, PWUI claimed they could deliver water to Twin Falls CC as 
mitigation for cities in eastern Idaho

• PWUI interpretation could possibly impact other storage 
spaceholders in Palisades or other reservoirs 
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ESPA Volume of Water and Thousand Springs Discharge

Calculated Thousand Springs Discharge ESPA Cumulative Volume Change Mass Measurement

What are the hydrologic trends?

1952 – 2016: -13 million acre-feet



Columbia River Treaty

• Treaty between the United States and Canada for Columbia 
River(includes Snake River)

• 60 year agreement

• Addresses Power Production

• “Called Upon” Flood Control


